
 
 

Currently, we have 3 sponsorship areas open: 
 

1. KDD Cup Awards Sponsor for the Humanity Track 
 
This year KDD Cup plans to run a reinforcement learning competition for the first 
time. With this challenge, we would to feature an application of AI and 
reinforcement learning in epidemiology with a good example. We would like to 
support efforts to fight a life-threatening mosquito-borne disease in Sub-Saharan 
African countries, malaria.  
 
Many countries in this region rely heavily on external funding for malaria 
prevention and control. In recent years, investments have started to level-off, 
while it is projected that up to 2018, $450M in R&D alone is required to manage 
the disease. Therefore, healthcare policy makers will be facing a difficult 
decision-making process to ensure continued successes in the management of 
the disease given the available resources.  
 
Policy makes must be able to explore all possible set of actions for appropriate 
malaria interventions within their populations, such as distribution of long-lasting 
insecticide-treated nets, indoor residual spraying, vector larvicide in 
bodies of water, malaria vaccinations, etc., and choose the optimal ones. 
 
Mathematical modelling of disease transmission, spread and control is how it’s 
traditionally done in epidemiology.  Models implementation in simulated 
environments with application of machine learning and AI techniques is what can 
help to optimize the process toward minimum costs and human labor. 

 
As this is a special humanity track, the sponsor can leverage their participation 
as a part of their own program created for social impact and charity. 
 
Awards Sponsors will participate in the awards ceremony and present prizes to 
the winners. 
 
The awards amount for the Humanity Track we recommended would be to match 
the awards for the other two tracks we have this year: 

 
 Humanity Track Competition Awards 
 First Place : Suggested $15k and above 
 Second Place : Suggested $10k and above, but less than first place award. 
 Third Place : Suggested $5K and above, but less than second place award. 
 Other prices : Places 4th and 5th places : Suggested $500 each 

 
 

 



2. KDD Cup Platform Sponsor for Reinforcement Learning 
 
This sponsorship opportunity is to provide a platform for KDD Cup. Similar to 
Kaggle, the platform sponsor will provide hosting platform for data hosts to run 
the competition. Currently, we consider Reinforcement Learning platform 
providers for Competition’s Humanity Track. 

           
           Platform sponsor will be listed on the website as a sponsor for KDD Cup. 
 

3. KDD Cup Workshop Sponsor 
  
This sponsorship opportunity is to host KDD Cup Workshop sessions during the 
conference. Sponsors will be given ability to put signage and the presentation 
deck first slide will showcase their logo. The presenter will acknowledge that the 
workshop is sponsored by the sponsor. 

 
           

          All sponsors will have a signage on the program booklet and KDD Cup Web-pages. 
 
 


